Letter from John Henry Jenks to Almina Crawford Jenks; October 3, 1862 by Jenks, John Henry, 1823-1864
Concord, Oct. 3d 1862 
I arrived at camp 
about 10 oclock the afternoon I left ' 
had to walk up in the rain got my 
blanket considerable wet and had no other 
to put over me at night, but did not 
get cold, my cold is much better than 
it has been. I have been very comfortable 
since I came back, the talk is that we 
are to leave here a week from next 
Tuesday, but we cannot place any 
dependence on the stories that we hear 
in camp, it is also stated that we 
are to go to N. Orleans, but I place 
no credit in the report. I am rather 
hoping we shall, for we shall not 
probably have much to do if we do, 
besides having a good sail on ship 
bourd, We have one in our Com. on 
the Sick list, but as a jeneral thing 
the boys all feel well, and seem 
to enjoy, themselves first rate 
I expect to hear that you are sick 
after having so much excitement, and 
them all leaving you alone, but you mu-
st try and keep up good spirits, for I 
shall probably be back in the spring, if 
not sooner, most of the folks think the war 
is most over, I hope it is so for I had 
rather be with my family then of on this 
business, still I shall try and do my 
duty faithfully while I am a soldier. 
The weather is such we cannot do much 
in the line of drill, it is a very rainy day 
this morning the officers had a drill 
before the rain. I shall not get that 
money put on interest until I get 
the state bounty, then I shall try and 
get it in. it seems that I am owing 
Mr. Goodnow about $300. it will take 
just about all I have after leaving 
you $250. more that includes that 
note of Mr. Fosters of $110, and I 
shall write to Mr. Goodnow stating 
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you and Mr. Foster to pay in the cou 
rse of two weeks. As soon as this 
war is through I shall be ready to 
go back with Hiram or go where 
he is. He will come and see you before 
he goes back, and I hope he will stay a 
week with you. How does Flora feel 
now I am gone? I put that bedstead 
and box with carpet in the back cha-
-mber, and I think when I send my clothes 
back you had better have the boxes nailed 
up and put with them. I went down 
to town yesterday and examined one of 
the bullet proof vest, I shall by one 
I think shant I? I have just 
been on another drill and in 
order to send the letter out to 
day must close 
Yours Truly 
J. H Jenks 
